CAA Basketball Policy 

The purpose of this policy is to describe the behavior expected by spectators, coaches, players and referees at a CAA Basketball sporting event.   
SUPPORT FOR REFEREES - ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY

Every person responsible for a team and each and every spectator and player will respect the authority of the referee. This respect is essential to the proper play of the game, the development of our players and the retention of quality, experienced referees. Failure to respect the authority of the referees, especially by the person(s) responsible for the team, undermines the authority of the referee, sets a bad example for everyone else, especially the players, and can rapidly lead into a hostile, negative game environment where playing the game of basketball is no longer the focus of the activity. This is entirely inconsistent with the sportsmanship goals that the Canterbury Basketball Program is trying to promote. Therefore, the basic rule is that spectators and persons responsible for the team will not address the referee at all during and after a game. Further, referees are instructed to diffuse potentially contentious situations and motivated and trained to call a great game. The prohibitions, exceptions, the penalties for violation, and policy execution are described as follows:

A. COACHES
With the exception of responding to a communication initiated by a referee, making a substitution, or pointing out an emergency safety issue during the play of a match, the persons responsible for a team (coaches, herein) should not say anything to a referee. Nor should they do anything that conveys in any way any criticism of the referee. Coaches may ask questions before the start of play or direct questions properly through their captains, but may not approach the referee at halftime or at the end of the game. Coaches who have concerns about a referee’s officiating may express those concerns verbally or in writing to the Canterbury Basketball Program after the completion of the game and not at the gym.   All matters shall be discussed with the Basketball Discipline Committee appointed by the Canterbury Basketball Program.  Coaches may not express those concerns to the Referee.
The Basketball Discipline Committee  shall be made up of the following individuals:

· Basketball Commissioner and Vice Commissioner
· CAA President

· Two others appointed by the Basketball Commissioner
The Canterbury Basketball Program recommends that the referee deal with infractions of this rule in the following manner:

1. Instances of infrequent and reasonably low key dissent can be ignored.

2. The first instance of persistent dissent is to be acknowledged with a verbal warning.  

3. The second instance of persistent dissent is to be acknowledged with a formal warning via a technical foul.

4. The third instance will result in the coach’s dismissal from the gym via his/her second technical foul. 

Any other coaching issues, whether during or after practice or a game, that are raised to the Basketball Commissioner or any of the Board of Individuals members shall be addressed immediately.     

If the above does occur the Canterbury Basketball Program selected Board of Individuals will convene and review the incident and decide what discipline is warranted or in the case or a game issue, if further discipline is required.   In any matter the results of the review will be documented and shared with the individual within 3 days of the issue.   

B. SPECTATORS
With the exception of responding to a communication initiated by a referee, or pointing out an emergency safety issue, spectators will not say anything to a referee. Nor will they do anything that in any way conveys criticism of the referee.

The Canterbury Basketball Program recommends that the referee deal with infractions in the following manner:

1. Infrequent or reasonably low key dissent can be ignored.

2. At the instance of the first infraction of persistent dissent, the referee will stop the game and ask the person responsible for the team to quiet the offending spectator.  

3. At the instance of the second infraction, the referee will stop the game and inform the person(s) responsible for the team that the spectator must be warned that continued misbehavior will result in their being asked to leave the premises.

4. At the instance of the third infraction, the referee will stop the game and inform the person(s) responsible for the team that the spectator must immediately leave the game and surrounding area.

Failure to comply will result in the game being abandoned. The referee will file the necessary reports and send them to the Canterbury Basketball Program for review and action.

Due to the age and experience of some officials, they may need the assistance of responsible people to help if the spectator is not affiliated with either team.  In all cases the referee may ask for assistance (if present at the game) from the Commissioner of the Canterbury program.

C. PLAYERS

Any player issues that are raised to the Basketball Commissioner or any of the Board of Individuals members shall be addressed immediately.     

If the above does occur the Canterbury Basketball Program selected Board of Individuals will convene and review the incident and decide what discipline is warranted or in the case or a game issue, if further discipline is required.   In any matter the results of the review will be documented and shared with the individual within 3 days of the issue.   

D. POLICY EXECUTION

Teams are directed where allowable to post signs at all gyms at places where coaches and spectators gather.  The signs should publicize the nature of the zero tolerance policy, encourage spectators to root for their team, respect the authority of the referees and set an exemplary behavior example for our youth.

E. Instruction for Referees

The referee’s role and influence in establishing a positive environment cannot be underestimated. The guidelines below describe how a referee can handle or diffuse a negative situation. It is expected that every person responsible for a team and each and every spectator and player will support the referee. This support is essential to the proper play of the game and to the development of our players. Failure to support the referees, especially by the person (s) responsible for the team, undermines the authority of the referee, sets a bad example for everyone else, especially the players, and can rapidly lead into a hostile, negative game environment which is entirely inconsistent with the sportsmanship goals that the Canterbury Basketball Program is trying to promote. Therefore, the basic rule is that persons responsible for a team and spectators will not address the referee at all during the play of the game.  Refer to Sections A and B for specific rules.

COACHING ETHICS

Coaches must respect the rights, dignity and worth of every human being and their ultimate right to self-determination. Specifically, coaches must treat everyone equitably and sensitively, within the context of their activity and ability, regardless of gender, ethnic origin, cultural background, sexual orientation, religion or political affiliation.

Relationship

The good coach will be concerned primarily with the well-being, safety, protection and future of the individual player. There must be a balance between the development of performance and the social, emotional, intellectual and physical needs of the individual.

A key element in a coaching relationship is the development of independence. Players must be encouraged and guided to accept responsibility for their own behavior and performance in training, in competition, and in their domestic, or academic life.

Coaches are responsible for setting and monitoring the boundaries between a working relationship and friendship with their players. This is particularly important when the performer is a young person. The coach must realize that certain situations or friendly words and actions could be misinterpreted, not only by the performer, but also by outsiders (or other members of a squad or group of performers) that could lead to allegations of misconduct or impropriety.

Where physical contact between coach and player is a necessary part of the coaching process, coaches must ensure that no action on their part could be misconstrued and that any National Governing Body (NGB) guidelines on this matter are followed.

The relationship between coach and player relies heavily on mutual trust and respect. This means that the player should be made aware of the coach's Qualifications and experience, and must be given the opportunity to consent to or decline proposals for training, performance or competition.

Commitment

Coaches have a responsibility to discuss his/her commitment level to the team and outline his/her expectations of each player.  That could include:

1. Coaches and schools expectations relevant to homework, grades and discipline

2. Practice and game expectations

Integrity

Coaches must not encourage players to violate the rules of their sport. They should actively seek to discourage and condemn such action and encourage players to obey the spirit of the rules.

Coaches must not compromise their players by advocating measures that could constitute unfair advantage. They must not adopt practices to accelerate players improvement that might jeopardize the safety, total well-being and future participation of the player. 
Coaches must ensure that the activities, training and competition programs they advocate and direct ore appropriate for the age, maturity, experience and ability of the individual player.

Coaches must treat opponents with due respect, both in victory and defeat, and should encourage their players to act in a similar manner. A key role for a coach is to prepare players to respond to success and failure in a dignified manner.

Coaches must accept responsibility for the conduct of their players and discourage inappropriate behavior in training, competition, and away from the sporting arena.
PLAYER ETHICS

All players should follow the following:

Players are responsible for his or her equipment. Loss of any equipment is the player’s responsibility. 

Players are responsible for contacting the head coach or team manager if he/she must miss practices or games. A specific reason for missing must be given.
Understand that any unexcused absence for could result in a missed period of the next game. The second occurrence – missed game. The third occurrence goes before the Basketball Discipline Committee for further evaluation. 

Understand each player will be allowed three excused absences. These include sickness, vacation, funeral, car trouble, etc. Further absences could result in missed periods or games. Extenuating circumstances can be discussed with the Basketball Commissioner. 

Understand players are expected to follow policies that may be set forth by coaches. 

Players are required to uphold certain standards expected by our organization. The head coach will inform the players of the requirements they need to follow. Appearance, expression and actions always influence people’s opinions of the player, the team, and the CAA. 

Players are required to report all injuries that occur while participating in practices or games to the head coach. If the injury requires medical attention by a doctor or treatment center, it will be necessary to have an injury form completed. Once a physician treats the injury, the player must obtain the doctor’s permission to return to basketball. 

Players are expected to show proper respect for any facility in which the team is playing. 

Players are expected to show respect for their teammates, opponents, coaches, and officials. 

Players are expected to listen to and obey all coaching instructions. If the player has a question or concern, he or she should address it to the head coach after the practice or game. If the player is not satisfied with the response to the question or concern, parental guidance should be sought and all issues can be raised to the Basketball Commissioner and any Basketball Discipline Committee member. 
PARENT ETHICS
All parents should do the following:

Parents (and my guests) will be positive role models for my child, and encourage sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy and not using offensive behavior or language – and by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, officials, and spectators at every game, practice, or other sporting event. 

Parents will teach their child that doing one’s best is more important than winning and parents will praise their child for competing fairly and trying hard. 

Parents will demand a sports environment for their child that is free from drugs, tobacco, and alcohol and will refrain from their use at all youth sports events. 

Parents will teach their child to treat other players, coaches, officials, and spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color, sex, or ability. 

Parents will refrain from coaching their child or other players during games and practices unless they are an official coach. 

Parents will do their very best to make youth sports fun for their child and remember that the game is for children – not adults. 

Parents should have read and understand the above Code of Ethics and agree to its guidelines.  Parents understand that if they do not follow this Code of Ethics they may be asked by a Basketball Discipline Committee member to enforce these ethics, such as leaving an activity (such as a game or practice). 

RULES FOR EATING AND DRINKING AT BALDWIN MIDDLE SCHOOL AND CANTERBURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

No food or drink will be allowed in either gym with the exception of water, Gatorade and other water supplements for the athletes.   These rules will be strictly enforced.   Any parent, child or fan not complying too the policy will be asked to remove the foodstuff or beverage from the gym.   Refusal to remove the foodstuff or beverage from the gym will not be tolerated.   

Please comply with the new policy and any complaints or concerns should be brought to the attention of Jim Molkenthin, CAA Basketball Commissioner and President.
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